RECNOTE LECTURE:

Timothy James LeCain
Professor of History, Montana State University

“A Post-Anthropocentric Politics: Can Neo-Materialist

Theory Provide Effective Solutions To the Problems of

Global Mining?”
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All welcome

Even more than the Latourian theory that inspired them, neo-materialist and post-
anthropocentric theories have sought to shift history's long-standing focus on human
beings towards other organisms and things. These new theories argue for a fundamental
reorientation of our understanding of culture—and thus society, economics, politics, etc.—
to emphasize the inescapable materiality of all aspects of human existence. This is most
easily demonstrated through the human alliances with other biological organisms, yet it is
no less the case with abiotic materials such as the minerals and metals we extract from the
earth’s thin veneer of crust. In this talk, | suggest some of the many ways in which human
culture and history have emerged from the mining and processing of minerals and their
associated pollutants. But | also seek to squarely engage the oft-raised criticism that neo-
materialist and post-anthropocentric theories fail to offer a politics or economic theory
adequate to dealing with the many challenges humans now face. | argue that these theories
can indeed offer just such a politics. However, they require such a radical post-
anthropocentric shift away from conventional modernist thinking on both the left and right
that some may dismiss them as chimerical. Given the gravity of the challenges we face,
however, | argue that it is the contemporary faith in modernist solutions that is truly
chimerical. Despite its radical nature, post-anthropocentrism may thus offer a more
practical and realistic way forward.
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